
Tornado Watch— large risk of 

tornado forming. 

Tornado Warning—tornado 

has been sighted in your area! 

DO: 

 Plan. Where is the nearest, safest       

shelter? 

 Listen to local radio and  TV stations. 

 Pack an emergency preparedness kit. 

 Be alert. Seek shelter immediately! 

 Remember to take your medications with 

you to your shelter. 

 Only make emergency calls.  

 Take photographs of all damage. 

 

DON’T:  

 Don’t try to outrun a tornado.  

 Don’t wait until you see the funnel cloud. 

 Don’t stay in a mobile home. There is no 
safe place in a mobile home. 

 Don’t forget  your pets. 

 Don’t use matches, lighters, appliances, 
until you are sure there are no gas leaks. 

 Don’t move an injured person unless 
they are in immediate danger. 

 Plan ahead. Know where and how you will get to safe shelter. 

 Take an inventory of all of your belongings (photos/video). 

 Safely store paper and electronic copies of all important            

documents. 

 Pack an emergency kit to meet the needs of your family for three 

days.  

 Keep back up batteries and cellphones charged. Keep a battery 

powered radio with extra batteries in case cell phones don’t work. 

 Talk with your family about how you will communicate with each 

other after a storm. 



 Install smoke alarms in every level/room of your home. 

 Keep all flammable items away from anything that gets hot (space heaters/

stove). 

 Never smoke in bed! 

 Talk to your family about the dangers of fire and how to respond. 

 Make sure everyone in your household knows to STOP, DROP, and ROLL if 

their clothes catch fire. 

 GET OUT, STAY OUT, and CALL 9-1-1. 

 If closed doors or handles are warm, use a second 

way out. NEVER open doors that are warm to the 

touch. 

 If smoke, heat or flames block your exit routes, stay in 

the room with doors closed. Place a wet towel under 

the door and call 9-1-1. 

 Open a window and wave a brightly colored cloth or 

flashlight to signal for help if you can’t get out. 

 Have injuries treated by a medical profes-

sional. 

 Wash small wounds with soap and water. 

Keep them clean and dry to prevent infection. 

 Check with fire department to make sure your 

residence is safe to enter. 

 Contact your insurance company and file a 

claim under your homeowners/renters policy. 

House 



 Identify/maintain large water source outside your home (pond, cistern, pool, etc.). 

 Select building materials/plants that resist fire. 

 Regularly clean roofs and gutters. 

 Plan and practice 2 ways out of your neighborhood in case the main route is 

blocked. 

 Identify someone out of your area to contact if local phone lines are not working.  

 Be ready to leave at a moment’s notice. Confine pets 

to 1 room so you can find them quickly and evacuate. 

 Listen/watch for air quality reports and health       

warnings about smoke 

 Use the recycle or re-circulate mode on the air       

conditioner in your home/car. Keep windows closed to 

keep air clean. 

 If you do not have air conditioning and it’s too hot to 

stay with the windows closed, seek shelter              

elsewhere.  

 Always back your car into the garage or park facing 

the direction of escape. 

 Don’t enter your home until fire officials say it’s safe. 

 Be cautious of all dangers present after a wildfire 

(damaged/fallen power line, ash pits, etc.). 

 Watch animals closely. Hidden embers/hot spots can 

burn your pet’s paws or hooves.  

 Follow public health guidance on safe cleanup.  

 Wear leather gloves and heavy soled shoes for       

safety. 

 Wet debris to minimize breathing dust particles. 

 NEVER use water that you think may be                

contaminated. 

 Inspect roof immediately and extinguish sparks/

embers. 



 Pick safe places in each room of your home, workplace/school. 

 Safe places can be under sturdy furniture or against interior walls away 

from windows or tall furniture. 

 Practice “drop, cover, and hold on” in each safe place. 

 Keep a flashlight and sturdy shoes near each person’s bed in case an 

earthquake strikes at night. 

 Drop, cover, and hold on! Move as little as possible. 

 Stay away from windows to avoid shattered glass. 

 Stay indoors until the shaking stops and it’s safe to 

exit. 

 Use the stairs to evacuate a building, not the          

elevator. 

 Be aware that fire alarms and sprinkler systems may 

go off after an earthquake even if there is no fire. 

 If you’re in a vehicle, pull over and stop in a clear   

location. Avoid bridges, power lines, overpasses, 

etc. 

 Prepare for potential aftershocks, landslides, 

and tsunamis. Aftershocks can occur minutes, 

days, weeks, and even months after an        

earthquake. 

 Check yourself for injuries and get First Aid.  

 Put on long pants, a long-sleeved shirt, sturdy 

shoes, and work gloves to protect you from      

injury. 

 Look quickly for damage in and around your 

home and get everyone out safely. 

 Inspect public service lines. Be cautious about 

gas leaks and damaged power lines. Check for        

damages to sewers and water lines. 



 Just 6 inches of water can knock over and carry off 

an adult. 

 12 inches of water can float a small car and carry it 

away. 

 18—24 inches of water can carry away most vehicles,            

including large SUVs. 

 It is impossible to tell the exact depth of water        

covering a roadway or the condition of the road below 

the water.  

 It is NEVER safe to drive or walk through flood water. 

 Any time you come to a flooded road, walkway, or 

path,   

 TURN AROUND! DON’T DROWN! 

 Keep children out of the water. They are curious and 

often lack judgment about running water or             

contaminated water.  

Create a personal flood file containing information 

about all your possessions and keep it in a secure 

place, such as a safe deposit box or waterproof   

container. This file should have the following: 

 Copy of insurance policies and agent 

contact information. 

 Household inventory 

  Written and visual (videos/photos) 

record of all major valuables, even 

items stored in basements and attics 

or garage. 

  Files that include serial numbers and 

store receipts for major appliances 

and electronics. 

  Have your jewelry and artwork             

appraised. 

 Copies of all other critical docu-

ments 

 Birth certificates, social security 

cards, financial records 



 Keep the gas tank 

full 

 Antifreeze levels:  

ensure they are       

sufficient  

 Battery & Ignition 

system: keep clean 

and in top condition  

 Brakes: Check fluid 

level & for wear 

 Exhaust System: 

Check for leaks & 

crimped pipes 

 Fuel and air filters: 

replace and keep       

water out of system 

 Oil: check for level & 

weight. Heavier oils 

don’t lubricate as well. 

 Install proper tires 

 Heater & Defroster: 

repair any problems 

 Windshield wiper 

equipment: repair 

any problems;      

maintain proper fluid 

level 

 Lights/flashing  

hazard lights:       

repair any problems 

DO: 

 Keep disaster supply kit in your 

car. 

 Bring pets inside during winter 

weather. 

 Wear warm, loose-fitting,      

lightweight clothing in several 

layers.  

 Stay indoors if possible. 

 Maintain heating equipment. 

 Stay in your vehicle when  

stranded. 

DON’T: 

 Don’t drive when conditions      

include sleet, freezing rain,   

drizzle, snow, or dense fog. 

 NEVER use a generator, grill, 

camp stove, or other gasoline, 

propane, natural gas, or       

charcoal-burning devices inside 

an enclosed area. 

 Do not eat unmelted snow         

because it will lower your body 

temperature. 

 Insulate your home— install storm 

windows or cover windows with   

plastic 

 Carbon Monoxide Alarms—install 

carbon monoxide alarms 

 Thermostat—set the same        

temperature both during the day and 

night to avoid freezing pipes 

 Heating equipment/Chimneys—

keep them clean and properly    

maintained and inspected every 

year 

 Running water—helps prevent 

pipes from freezing 


